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1 Introduction
This Community Led Plan (CLP) for The Narth and District is a visualisation of how local residents
would like the community to develop in years to come. It details the evaluation of responses from
local consultation with residents of The Narth, Pen y Fan and Maryland. The proposed objectives
included in this document aim to address the issues raised by responses to the questionnaire.
The Steering Group members hope that the Plan will be part of an ongoing process of
improvements for the village.

1.1 adventa
This CLP is part of Monmouthshire County Council’s Rural Development Programme under Axis 3,
‘Aspirational Monmouthshire’. This programme, run by adventa, aims to stimulate entrepreneurial
and organic growth by offering rural communities help and advice.
There are five sections under the project; Rural Enterprise, Social and Community Enterprise,
Sustainable Tourism, Food Tourism and development and Festivals and Events; each with a
tailored range of activities.
The Community Plans/Village Audits are to be executed by the Social and Community Enterprise
Officers, who are able to provide a wealth of knowledge and experience during this process.

1.2 What are Community Led Plans?
A Community Led Plan relates to whatever is relevant to the people who live and work in a
community, evaluating its social, environmental, physical and economic aspects. Community
members discuss issues, ideas and the sustainability of aspects of the community, and identify
actions that can be taken to improve it.
It is important for a community-led plan to reflect opinions from all sections of the community. It
aims to identify what local people value in the village, what opportunities could be explored, and
what possible solutions there are to problems. It outlines how people in the community want the
village to develop in the future, and creates an action plan for achieve these goals.
A CLP should also facilitate the planning process, for example for community facilities or the
building of new housing, so that the views of residents can be used to influence planning.
Although they do not carry the same weight as statutory documents (such as Neighbourhood
Plans) in determining planning applications, significant weight is given to those that are based on
proper consultation and can therefore provide sound evidence. They can also influence planning
decisions in the absence of any adopted planning policies, or where the policy is inconclusive.

1.3 Background to The Narth & District Community Led Plan
With support from Trellech United Community Council, County Councillor Debby Blakebrough and
the adventa Project Officer attended a meeting with The Narth Village Hall Committee on 14th July
2014. Following a short presentation on the benefits of a CLP, it was agreed that they would like
to move forward with a Community Plan for The Narth, which would supersede the original Plan
that had been facilitated by Monmouthshire County Council in 2006.
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Flyers were prepared and delivered by volunteers
around the village and The Narth Village Fete on
25th August provided an ideal opportunity to promote
the Community Consultation.
The initial consultation event was held over two days
5th & 6th September 2014 in The Narth Village Hall.
Residents were invited to stick coloured flags in a large
map of the area to indicate problems that they
perceived in a number of categories:

Cllr Debby Blakebrough discusses Community
Led Plans at The Narth Village Fete

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Crime and community safety
Education
Traffic, transport and access
Leisure and tourism
Housing
Facilities and services
Environment and sustainability
Work, training and the local economy.

Residents were also invited to say what they liked
about their Community, what they disliked about their Community, and what would they like to
improve/create in their Community.
The feedback from this event was used to inform the
questions asked in a community-wide questionnaire.
A paper copy was delivered to each household in The
Narth, Pen y Fan and Maryland, with extra copies
available on request, or the questionnaire could be
completed online via the village web site. A
supplementary questionnaire for young people
(under 18) was also distributed and made available
online. Over a month residents were encouraged to
complete their questionnaires anonymously and
deliver them anonymously via a central post box. All
the results were entered onto a data sheet by the
adventa Project Officer (to ensure anonymity) before
being made available to the Steering Committee for
analysis.
This document summarises the results of this
consultation and proposes a set of objectives and
action points arising from this analysis.

Community consultation: selecting issues
of concern at the September event
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2 Analysis of Responses to Questionnaire
In most cases the percentages shown in this analysis are based on the number of people
answering the question rather than the total number submitting a questionnaire, as many people
skipped some of the questions. However, in some cases the question was worded such that a
response was only required in certain circumstances, so a common sense approach has been
taken to interpreting the results to ensure the presentation of the responses is as objective as
possible. For a detailed description of how the results have been interpreted statistically, please
contact the organising committee.
As questionnaires were completed by individuals it is possible that more than one person from a
household submitted a response, and this must be taken into account when interpreting some of
the results.

2.1 Profile of Respondents
The main questionnaire was completed by 93 adults, which is around 31% of the adult population
of 297 (based on the 2011 government census). This is a good response rate, and comparable
with other villages undertaking community led plans.
However the respondents tended to be older people in the village, with younger adults (1844 years of age) being under-represented. This could indicate less involvement with village affairs
among people of that age group. It could be partly explained by retired people having more time
available but that does not explain why the 45-64 years group did complete their questionnaires.

This bias should be taken into account when interpreting responses to the rest of the
questionnaire.
The Young People’s questionnaire, for under 18s, was completed by just 9 people (3 boys and 6
girls), which is also under-representative of the number of young people in the village. The 2011
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census showed 72 people under 18, so assuming this has remained stable that is just 12.5% of
young people submitting responses.
OBJECTIVES
1. Encourage younger adults to engage with village life and village activities
2. Investigate further the needs of under 18 year olds in the villages
Across all adults, the great majority moved into the village after their childhood and did not grow
up here. That could be explained by the number of new houses built in the village over the last 30
years but this is clearly a village of ‘newcomers’, with the majority of people giving the
attractiveness of the area as their reason for coming here.

*More than one reason could be selected. 89 people answered this
question
98% of people
own their own home, and nobody who answered the questionnaire is unemployed.
54% are retired, 6% are unwaged home-makers and the rest are employed, some part-time.

2.2 Utilities & Energy Services
Propane Mains
/Calor electrGas
icity

Oil

Wood
Solar
Wood
Wood
Solar PV
fuelled
Thermal Gener Mains Private Septic Broad- fuelled
fuelled
(for electheating (hot
-ator water water tank
band heating heating ricity)
wood
water)
logs
pellets
chips

33

91

73

16

6

9

87

3

85

68

67

0

2

35%

98%

78%

17%

6%

10%

94%

3%

91%

73%

72%

0%

2%

These percentages are based on the total number of responses, i.e. 93 individuals rather than
individual households, so it is possible for example that the nine people with generators represent
fewer than nine households. Some of these may be slight underestimates as it is possible people
missed some of the questions, but in general the pattern is that the majority of the village has
mains electricity and water and have septic tanks rather than mains drainage.
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More interesting is that 78% of us heat our homes with oil, some backing it up with propane gas
and log burning stoves. There is an increasing number of solar panels, particularly photovoltaic.
OBJECTIVES
3. Maintain and continue to promote the Oil Syndicate for bulk buying discounts and
take any opportunity to extend this approach to other services

2.3 Communications
Technology
The poor quality of mobile phone and
broadband services is considered to be
a significant problem in the village.
Mobile phones are slightly more
important to us than fast broadband,
but nobody answered ‘not at all
important’ to either question.
Only 11% of the respondents consider
they have an adequate mobile phone
signal. 51% reported a weak signal,
and a disappointing 38% had no mobile
phone signal at all.
This was an issue that also bothered
the young people, with all nine
responses indicating that a mobile
phone signal was very important to
them.
Broadband fared slightly better in that
only 2% cannot get this at all, and 38%
felt it was adequate. That left a majority of 59% considering their broadband speeds too slow and
only 1 person saying it was fast (but not saying what that was compared with).
On the youth questionnaire, all responders indicated that they needed the Internet for their
homework. The number of people working from home in the village (see next section) also
demonstrates the importance of the broadband service to this rural area.
The Narth and District is not at all well served by the modern communication companies.
OBJECTIVES
4. Inform public representatives and communications service providers of the strength of
feeling about poor mobile phone and broadband services
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2.4 Travel
Of the 41% of respondents who work (ie
are not retired or full time homemakers), 16% work either at home or
close to home. About a quarter (27%)
travel within 10 miles (which would
include Monmouth), another 27% travel
between 10 and 30 miles, and 19% have
long commutes of more than 30 miles.
Apart from the people working at home,
all drive to work, with one sometimes
taking public transport. Only one
person who drives is part of a car share.

2.5 Public Transport
The great majority of respondents are
not regular bus users, only 5% use it at
least once a week, but many say they
use it occasionally which suggests that
people are not against using the bus in
principle, it is just that their car is more
convenient. 52% said they would use
the bus more often if the timetable was
better suited to their needs, but of
course their preferred timetables vary.
Most feel they would use the buses if
they were more frequent, and several
commented that the new timetable leaves too much time in Monmouth before a return bus is
available (two hours is felt to be the best amount of time to spend in town – the new timetable
leaves people there for three hours).
Many said they would like buses that allowed people to return in the evening, or reach town
earlier, and others mentioned better integration with other services so, for example, it would be
possible to get to Chepstow to catch a bus on to Cribbs Causeway and then return after shopping.
One complaint was that the timetable was not well displayed, for example at the Maryland bus
stop, so it was difficult to know when the next bus was due.
The table (right) shows a summary of the most
frequent comments made in answer to the
question about what changes they would like to
see to the bus service.

More frequent buses
Earlier buses to Monmouth
Later buses from Monmouth
Better integration with other transport
Sunday service

12
5
9
3
2
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OBJECTIVES
5. Ensure the appropriate authorities are aware of residents’ needs and preferences
regarding public transport
6. Ensure timetables at bus stops are adequately updated and maintained

2.6 Speeding Traffic and Heavy Lorries
People are in general concerned about speeding traffic (60%) but only 9% are ‘very concerned’.
This majority agree there should be a speed limit through the village, with a preference for 30mph
(60% of those concerned) rather than 20mph (40% of those concerned). There is therefore a
majority in the village in favour of a 30mph speed limit. On the other hand, there are some in the
village who oppose any more signs being installed* and they would not wish to see 30mph signs at
the entrance and within the village. As there are no street lights on the main road, which are
normally used to indicate a 30mph limit, it would probably be necessary to add additional signing
and this could be a reason for some in favour of a speed limit to change their minds. This is an
area that needs further investigation before presenting it as a representative village response.
*this was not asked as a direct question so cannot be quantified but was raised in comments as a
concern
Concern about speeding
Not at all concerned
15%
Fairly unconcerned
22%
Fairly concerned
51%
Very concerned
9%
No opinion
4%

Should there be a speed limit?
Strongly Disagree
10%
Disagree
8%
Neutral
23%
Agree
44%
Strongly Agree
16%

Of the people concerned about speeding, most feel it is a problem all the way through the village
on the main road. The black spots mentioned most often are the stretch from the Village Hall to
the bend at the centre of the village, the bend itself, the approach to the village around the
turnings to Maryland and Pen-y-Fan and, on the other approach, the narrow area near Rose Farm.
The majority of the respondents (60%) do not feel that heavy lorries are a problem, but the 40%
that do see them as an issue think they should be excluded from the narrow lanes. Although signs
exist on Pool Lane, for example, it seems these are sometimes ignored. Although the
questionnaire was anonymous, it seems likely that people living on the narrowest lanes are the
ones who feel there is a problem. School Lane, Narth Lane and Pool Lane were mentioned most
often. Only 2 people said they feel heavy lorries should be excluded from the village as a whole
unless making deliveries or related to forestry activities.
Although 40% feel there should be restrictions on the narrow roads, only 35% want signs putting
up to indicate height and weight limits. (There are signs already on Pool Lane but not on other
single track lanes such as Narth Lane and School Lane.) Some people oppose any further signs in
the village, seeing them as ugly and detracting from the rural ambience.
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OBJECTIVES
7. Make use of temporary signs to warn traffic about speeding at selected times and
events, particularly at the Village Hall
8. Seek ways to reduce the impact of lorries on side lanes

2.7 Roads, Footpaths and Lighting
The roads and footpaths section was open response, asking for areas where problems were
apparent. The condition of the roads is not a major complaint except for respondents living down
Pool Lane, and some in Pen-y-Fan and Beacon Road. 30 people mentioned at least one area they
thought needed attention, with the remaining 63 respondents leaving this section blank. The
areas mentioned were:
All roads need attention
Pool Lane
Pen-y-Fan
Beacon Road
Main road between Manorside & Pen-y-Fan
Maryland Lane
Outside Hollydene
School Lane

9
10
4
3
1
1
1
1

There was a mixed response to the question regarding footpaths and bridle paths in need of
maintenance, but not a general consensus. Several people gave very specific areas close to their
own homes, and others mentioned the generally poor state of some paths in Manor Wood,
Trellech Common and the paths down to Whitebrook. The lack of footpath signs was mentioned
several times. There is some tension between the use of paths for horse riding and for walking.
There is much more consensus over the issue of street lighting in the village, with an emphatic
89% not wanting any more street lights in the village, and 62% feeling that the existing street lights
(in some of the newer estate roads such as The Woodlands) should be reduced or switched off. Of
the people that did want some lighting, most mentioned around the Village Hall (the automated
light that detected people approaching in front of the hall was faulty at the time of the
questionnaire and is now repaired). Apparently, people moving to The Narth prefer to keep their
skies dark so they can see the stars.
There was an even more definite response to keeping our green verges, with 97% of those
answering the question “Do you think that the village needs any new kerbs or pavements?” stating
they did not wish to see any more kerbing in the village, and only 3% answering that they did.
Comments indicated that people feel kerbs and pavements would affect the village’s rural nature,
and some mentioned that this would narrow the roads further which would cause more of a traffic
problem.
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OBJECTIVES
9. Request that the relevant authorities maintain and where necessary improve the road
surface of side lanes
10. Seek to improve the signing of public footpaths around the villages
11. Seek to minimise light pollution and retain the dark skies over the villages
12. Ask everyone involved to protect the green verges and ensure no further kerbs or
pavements are installed unless essential for safety reasons

2.8 Environmental Problems
The village is evenly divided on the contentious topic of dog mess. 50.5% respondents say it isn’t a
problem, while 49.5% say it is. A significant number of people, 41%, said there should be a dog
free zone, most of whom cited the play area and some the whole of the Glade. This suggests
there would be general support for making the area around the play equipment dog-free.
There was also general support for dog scoop bins, but with an important caveat that these are
emptied and maintained by the council. Various locations were mentioned, but in general these
could be placed in the Glade (the most mentioned location), at the main footpath entrances, and
in convenient positions around the villages such as by the phone box at the end of School Lane,
near the post box and Forest View, in Pen-y-Fan and Maryland.
Dog mess was also an issue for young people with all the replies citing this as a problem in the
Glade area where they play, and they would all like to see a dog scoop bin in that area. Dog mess
came third, after a weak mobile phone signal and slow broadband, in their list of worries.
One of the most frequently mentioned environmental problems was the motor bikes that use the
woods around The Narth, often illegally. There is no evidence of a problem outside the wooded
areas, and since the use of bikes on the forest tracks is already forbidden, the issue seems to be
one of enforcement. 67% of the people responding to the question on whether there were any
areas of the villages where motor bikes should be banned mentioned this problem, and it is clearly
of major concern to residents, but apparently difficult to police.
There is not much evidence
of the other suggested
problems (see opposite).
Although some people
mentioned noise as an
issue in other sections of
the questionnaire, not
many people selected
noisy garden equipment as
a specific problem in this
section.
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Flooding is not a major issue as most of the district is at the top of a hill but there are some spots
where drains overflow, and an occasional issue near Manor Brook which can break its banks.
Illegal dumping does occur in areas outside the village (e.g. at Peckett Stone) and some people
notice balsam and knotweed, or find rabbits and deer a problem in their gardens.
OBJECTIVES
13. Seek ways to reduce dog mess throughout the village lanes with particular emphasis
on eradicating it from the Glade
14. Keep dogs away from the area around the play equipment as much as possible
15. Investigate options for tackling the issue of illegal motor bike use in the surrounding
woods

2.9 Safety
One thing that is not an issue for
people on The Narth is safety. We
feel very safe walking around our
villages. 86% said they feel
completely safe, and the
remaining 14% said mostly,
mentioning traffic, poor
pavements and, in one instance,
wild boar as the only threats.
Nobody selected the options ‘not
all the time’ and ‘never’.

2.10 Housing
It is outside the remit of the CLP to determine whether development is appropriate in the village,
so the questions in this section were all based on the proviso ‘if further housing is to be built’.
Nevertheless some residents did make it clear they did not favour any further development. If
there is to be building, then the majority would prefer it to be affordable homes for local people to
buy (75%) or small to medium size family homes (67%). In general there is not seen to be a need
for sheltered accommodation. About half would also accept bungalows for older residents, or
affordable homes for locals to rent. Large executive homes are less favoured, and based on the
comments received there are many residents opposed to any further executive style housing.

Yes
No
No opinion

Affordable
homes for
locals to buy
75%
17%
8%

Affordable
homes for
locals to rent
49%
26%
25%

Small/
medium
family homes
67%
13%
20%

Executive
homes
15%
58%
27%

Sheltered
accommodation
12%
49%
39%

Bungalows
for older
residents
49%
26%
25%
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*Based on the
assumption that
development is
inevitable – many
respondents
indicated a
preference for no
development at all

There is no consensus on a suitable location for any new development. Of the 45 people who
expressed a view about location, 42% said that any new building should be infill on existing plots
rather than extending village boundaries, but a minority of 9% said this should be avoided as the
density is already too great, and any new development should be beyond the village boundaries.
There is a general consensus that any new development must be of smaller homes which reflect
the rural nature of the village. To summarise, it seems most people would prefer no development
at all, but if there is to be any, then we do not want large expensive houses or to cram the houses
too close together. It is important to keep some open space within the village boundary, and any
development must be designed appropriately for the location.
OBJECTIVES
16. Ensure planners, developers and residents are aware of the need for sympathetic
design and that developments do not detract from the rural nature of the villages
17. Seek ways to influence planners and developers so that any new residential
development is affordable for local people

2.11 Village Activities
The Village Hall Committee tries to ensure a good range of activities takes place at the Hall,
supplemented by events organised by other groups. The aim is to cater for all ages and interests,
but of course it is difficult to cover everyone’s tastes.
Most people who answered the questionnaire (87%) attend at least some of the current activities.
(Of course, people who answer village questionnaires are more likely to be engaged with the
community so the overall attendance taking into account the people who did not respond to this
consultation is likely to be less than 87% of the villages’ population.)
The Village Fete is the most popular event (perhaps because entrance is free?). As with previous
questions regarding youth activities, the low number of people indicating attendance at children’s
events possibly reflects the relatively low representation from young parents among the
12

respondents. There has been some word of mouth criticism that the Village Hall Committee do
not cater as well for children as they do for older members of the community.

Other suggested activities were dog training, wine tasting and a play group, in addition to some
community learning activities which are covered below.
OBJECTIVES
18. Continue to provide a varied programme of activities in the Village Hall that caters for
all sectors of the community
19. Ensure sufficient focus is placed on family and children’s events

2.12 Services
A number of suggested services were listed in the questionnaire, based on results in other villages
as well as suggestions from the initial consultation event in The Narth. The services that would be
most popular are probably the most unrealistic in terms of cost – a local shop and recycling
facilities. Nevertheless, it is worth noting how much these would be valued by the villages.
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More practically, there is some support for a community café which is an activity that has already
been proposed by some people in the village, and is currently being investigated by the Village Hall
Committee. This received much more support from respondents than a community lunch event
just for the elderly.
Another realistic proposition is a community-organised prescription collection service. One
resident suggested this could also include a list of drivers willing to take people to the doctors,
given that the bus service does not serve the new surgery in Trellech.
Asked for other suggestions, the most popular was a village pub, or pub nights at the Village Hall.
There is a general impression that the village lacks facilities for informal community gatherings,
and it is as yet unclear whether a community café or a community pub would be most popular.
The one shopping service we do have in the village is a milk/newspaper/bread delivery operated
by Mrs Milk. Just under half the respondents (45%) use this service, leaving 55% who do not. The
main reason for not using the service (47% of non-users) is that they do not need it, usually
because they shop regularly elsewhere. 10% of the non-users did not know about the service or,
in two cases, did not know the full range of goods provided. (One non-user said they wanted
organic products, and another skimmed milk, both of which are provided by Mrs Milk’s service.)
OBJECTIVES
20. Investigate options for a regular community meeting point
21. Seek to establish a prescription collection service for residents who have difficulty
getting to the surgery
22. Ensure all residents are aware of the delivery service within the villages and
investigate ways this can be supported

2.13 Community Learning
An encouraging 51% of people responding to
Ballroom
Zumba/
Dance
the consultation would be interested in
Dancing
dancing
Salsa
total
attending community learning of some sort in
7
9
1
17
the Village Hall. Most popular are dancing,
languages, IT and crafts. 17 people voted for dancing, with 9 specifying ballroom and 1 the more
active style of Zumba or Salsa.
24 people mentioned languages,
although most did not specify which
language.

Languages

French

Spanish

Welsh

16

3

2

3

Languages
total
24

The remaining options selected were:
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IT

Crafts

7

8

Outdoor
skills
2

Local
history
2

Gardening
1

Yoga/
Pilates
3

Photography
1

Am Dram
2

When broken down into the actual topics, finding enough people to attend a specific class may be
an issue, but this is something that could be followed up, particularly if volunteer tutors can be
found from within the community. There are a few leads on this within the responses.
OBJECTIVES
23. Investigate opportunities to offer more community learning in the Village Hall

2.14 Provision for Young People
About half the adults who responded
are neutral on the topic of whether
The Narth needs a new youth club.
Until about 15 months ago a youth
club operated weekly from the
Village Hall but this closed when
funding was reduced. The number of
neutral responses probably reflects
the profile of the people completing
the questionnaire, which is weighted
to older members of the community,
and it is possibly a sign of lack of
community engagement on behalf of the younger adults who are more likely to have children.
However, very few people are actually against the idea so we can extrapolate the results to say
that the community is generally in favour of this sort of youth provision.
Responses from the Young People’s questionnaire however do indicate a need for more youth
orientated activities. Their main concern was being able to meet up and hang out with friends,
but they were also enthusiastic about a youth club, and more activities and organised events
centred around the hall and the Glade. They were particularly concerned that the wooden play
equipment is maintained (see Objective 26). There was less enthusiasm for specific sports
equipment as their votes were split across the suggestions of football, rugby and basket-ball hoops
or posts with no overall clear preference.
There was no concern about anti-social behaviour, drug abuse or other problems experienced by
youth in more urban areas.
OBJECTIVES
24. Promote more activities for young people in the Village Hall and the Glade

2.15 Outdoor Facilities
There is no significant support for any further outdoor facilities for adults, with the exception of a
majority view in favour of more provision of paths suitable for the disabled. In many cases people
expressed no opinion (on hedge-laying, community orchards and nature areas for example).
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There is little support for any new bridleways and footpaths being opened up or for a cycling or
mountain bike trail, mostly because people feel we have enough provision already. (The area does
have a great wealth of outdoor access options so this is not necessarily a negative view.)

Comments included the point that footpath signs are not well maintained (see Objective 9), and it
would be better to keep up the paths we already have than create yet more. As one resident put
it, “I think all of the above are well catered for, I wouldn't want it to become too over engineered.
I know lots of people who bring their children to the Narth to go on nature trails already; nature
has done most of this for us.”
OBJECTIVES
25. Look for opportunities to increase provision of footpaths suitable for the disabled

2.16 Use of The Glade
The Glade is part of the ex-Forestry Commission land and is therefore now under the ownership of
Natural Resources Wales (NRW). The Village Hall Committee have recently formalised an
agreement with NRW to allow community use of the Glade, with certain caveats regarding
required safety and maintenance work. Any further future uses of the Glade would therefore
have to be added to the agreement, but there is a general principle in favour of this provided they
are not damaging to the area and for the benefit of the community.
The overwhelming majority of respondents want to see the wooden play equipment in the Glade
maintained. This is a valued and much-used community resource which is currently maintained
and supported by NRW. Since the questionnaire was completed, a new agreement has been
made with NRW to replace the old broken equipment with new wooden pieces and they will fund
maintenance and safety-inspections for five years from 2015, after which time the situation must
again be reviewed.
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The Glade is much used by dog walkers, and there is a majority view that a dog scoop bin would be
useful, as would additional litter bins, provided these are all council maintained and emptied (see
Objective 13). There is even stronger support for more seating to improve the amenity value.
Other suggestions during the initial consultation event are less favoured by the questionnaire
respondents, such as provision for sports areas (with the exception of a basket-ball hoop) and
sandpits. In general it is felt that these would interfere with the general amenity value of the area.
Other suggestions raised in the comments section are to increase the number of picnic tables
(which are another valued feature of the site), and to mark out a nature trail with an interpretive
board starting from the Glade.
In the past there has been a proposal to build a replacement village hall in the Glade. This is a
divisive issue in the village with residents split in favour and against the idea. If this were to be
pursued in future it would have to be the subject of separate, more specific consultation so it has
not been considered in this analysis.
Evidence of how important the Glade is
to the village is the support for it being
officially designated as a village green.
This would be a formal process and it is
not known at this point whether it
would qualify, and the implications of
the designation need more
investigation. However it is interesting
that so many people are in favour at
this early stage.
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OBJECTIVES
26. Seek ways to ensure the play equipment in the Glade is properly maintained
27. Investigate options to provide more seating and picnic tables in the Glade
28. Investigate the feasibility of installing an interpretive nature board in or near the
Glade
29. Assess the implications of a Village Green designation and decide how to proceed
based on the conclusions

2.17 What We Like about The Narth, Maryland and Pen-y-Fan
There were 78 responses to this open question all expressing similar sentiments. An analysis of
each by the main points made (excluding the one who said they liked a village where you didn’t
have to fill in forms) gives the following:
Quiet/peaceful/tranquil
Beauty/landscape/views
Nature/Wildlife
Forests
Community
Friendly
Walking
Dark skies

44
27
16
15
12
11
8
8

Access to towns/cities
Views
Small village/rural feel
Riding
Lack of traffic
Location
Old fashioned

7
7
6
2
2
2
1

A similar exercise on what we would like to see improved in the village gives a much more varied
response, and these do not necessarily tie in with the majority views expressed in previous
questions (better broadband is mentioned more often than the mobile phone signal for example).
Shop / post office facilities
Village Hall improvements
Faster broadband
Stop speeding traffic/bad driving
A village pub
Mobile signal
Forest management
Road surfaces
Dog mess
Provision of a social hub
Community engagement

7
7
7
5
4
4
4
4
3
3
3

Noise
Play equipment in glade
Stop further development
Prescription delivery/transport to surgery
Bus service
Hedges & verges
Build affordable housing for young
Litter
Restricted bonfires
Street lighting

The final open ended question asking if there was anything further to add did not result in any
new points being raised, but reinforced and consolidated previous opinions. The comments of
one village resident possibly sum this up:
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3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

“We're a small village, used to organising things for ourselves, but we need support to do this. The
trend now is reducing services, centralising facilities and cutting down on the advice, sources of
funding and support available to us. We have an aging population. The last thing we need is more
executive housing (with people commuting out of the village) but we do need those services we
have to be maintained and improved to support village activities, to help older people, and to
keep young families here who work in the area and take an active part in the community. We also
need to protect the special things about the village: its biodiversity, beauty, peace and quiet.”
OBJECTIVES
30. Continue to engage the whole community in the appreciation and protection of our
valuable assets: the quietness, beauty, friendliness and natural surroundings
31. Promote better service provision to residents while informing service providers,
developers, planners and decision makers of the features valued by residents, and the
need to protect them
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3 Summary of Objectives with Action Points
VHC – Village Hall Committee
1

Topic
Community
engagement

CLP-SG – CLP Steering Group

Objective
Encourage younger
adults to engage with
village life and village
activities

Residents – Village residents

Actions
Actively involve younger
people in planning village
events

Responsible Timescale
VHC
Immediate

Tailor more events to suit
preferences of this age group

2

CLP-SG
Children &
Investigate further the Develop a further
young people needs of under 18 year questionnaire specifically for
olds in the villages
under 18s

3

Utilities &
Energy
Services

4

Communications
Technology

VHC

This year

Ongoing

Maintain and continue
to promote the Oil
Syndicate for bulk
buying discounts and
take any opportunity
to extend this
approach to other
services

Maintain current levels of
publicity about the oil
syndicate

Inform public
representatives and
communications
service providers of the
strength of feeling
about poor mobile
phone and broadband
services

Distribute CLP to
representatives and
communication service
providers

CLP-SG

A.s.a.p.

Residents

Remain aware of
opportunities for extending
the principle as they arise

Approach/lobby
representatives about the
issue

5

Transport

Ensure the appropriate
authorities are aware
of residents’ needs and
preferences regarding
public transport

CLP-SG
Feedback results of this
questionnaire to MMC. Ask
them to take into account, in
particular, the need for a
joined up transport system
and earlier and later buses

A.s.a.p.

6

Transport

Ensure timetables at
bus stops are
adequately updated
and maintained

Request MCC replace bus
timetables as soon as they
are changed or suggest this
information is sent to the
Village Hall Committee who
will ensure it is displayed

CLP-SG

A.s.a.p.

7

Traffic

Warn residents and
drivers about the
dangers of speeding at
selected times and
events, particularly at
the Village Hall

Source or make temporary
road signs for use at events
in the hall and glade

VHC

A.s.a.p.
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Make these available for use
at private events

8

9

Topic
Traffic

Objective
Seek ways to reduce
the impact of lorries on
side lanes

Roads &
Footpaths

Request that the
Report lanes in need of
relevant authorities
repair to the Highways
authority
maintain and where
necessary improve the
road surface of side
lanes

10 Roads &
Footpaths

11 Roads &
Footpaths

Actions
Responsible Timescale
Ongoing
Ask residents to monitor the Residents
use of lanes by lorries
CLP-SG
Report any problems to the
Highways authority
Residents
CLP-SG

Seek to improve the
signing of public
footpaths around the
villages

Inform the Footpaths Officer Residents
of missing and damaged
CLP-SG
signs

Seek to minimise light
pollution and retain
the dark skies over the
villages

Inform public authorities and CLP-SG
developers of the
preferences of residents and
ask these to be taken into
account when planning
developments

A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

Make Footpaths Officer
aware of problems caused by
inadequate signage
A.s.a.p.

Request that existing lighting
is reduced where possible
Ensure movement activated
lights outside Village Hall are VHC
kept in good repair
12 Roads &
Footpaths

Ask everyone involved
to protect green verges
and ensure no further
kerbs or pavements
are installed unless
essential for safety
reasons

Inform public authorities and CLP-SG
developers of the
preferences of residents and
ask this to be taken into
account when planning
developments

13 Environment

Seek ways to reduce
dog mess throughout
the village lanes with
particular emphasis on
eradicating it from the
Glade

Investigate the feasibility of
installing dog mess bins

Keep dogs away from
the area around the
play equipment as
much as possible

Seek permission from NRW
to put up signs around the
new play equipment asking
owners to keep dogs away
from the play area surface

14 Environment

A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

VHC

A.s.a.p.

VHC

A.s.a.p.

Use signs in the Glade
requesting owners to clean
up after their dogs
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Topic
15 Environment

Objective
Investigate options for
tackling the issue of
illegal motor bike use
in the surrounding
woods

Actions
Responsible Timescale
CLP-SG
Request more information
A.s.a.p. and
ongoing
be posted around designated
motor bike areas about the
law so riders are aware of
where they can go
Notify the police when the
problem occurs, preferably Residents
with registration numbers of
the motorbikes

16 Housing

17 Housing

18 Events &
Services

Ensure planners,
developers and
residents are aware of
the need for
sympathetic design
and that developments
do not detract from
the rural nature of the
villages

Provide copies of this CLP to CLP-SG
planners, developers, local
authorities & residents

Seek ways to influence
planners and
developers so that any
new residential
development is
affordable for local
people

Provide copies of this CLP to CLP-SG
planners, developers, local
authorities & residents

Continue to provide a
varied programme of
activities in the Village
Hall that caters for all
sectors of the
community

Seek feedback from people
attending events

Request that developers and
builders are reminded of the
principles of good,
sympathetic design
Ask TUCC to note these
points when commenting on
planning applications for
new developments
A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

Ask TUCC to note these
points when commenting on
planning applications for
new developments
VHC

Village
Review events programme at Groups
the planning stage to ensure
a good balance

A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

Assess attendance profiles to
evaluate success at achieving
the objective

19 Events &
Services

VHC
Ensure sufficient focus Build in family/children
is placed on family and provision when planning the
Village
children’s events
events programme
Children &
groups
Young People
Consult with younger adults
with families and youth
regarding events they want
Involve younger adults in the
events, recruit them onto
event committees

22

A.s.a.p. and
ongoing

Ongoing

Topic
20 Facilities;
Community
Engagement

Objective
Investigate options for
a regular community
meeting point

Actions
Consider options for a
community meeting place,
e.g. informal café and/or pub
nights, and assess feasibility

Responsible Timescale
VHC
This year
CLP-SG
Residents

Establish an action
committee of volunteers
21 Services

Seek to establish a
prescription collection
service for residents
who have difficulty
getting to the surgery

CLP-SG
Advertise for volunteers
willing to organise and run a
Residents
service to collect
prescriptions from the
Trellech surgery

A.s.a.p.

22 Services

Ensure all residents are
aware of the delivery
service within the
villages and investigate
ways this can be
supported

VHC
Provide publicity for the
service: place contact details
CLP-SG
on the village hall web site
and in newsletters

A.s.a.p.

Investigate
opportunities to offer
more community
learning in the village
hall

Follow up on leads from the
questionnaire from people
offering their own skills

23 Education

24 Children &
Promote more
Young People activities for young
people in the Village
Hall and the Glade
25 Facilities

Discuss options to support
the service with the business
managers
CLP-SG

A.s.a.p.

VHC

Advertise for volunteers
from within the community
to run courses
CLP-SG

A.s.a.p.

Look for opportunities Inform the Footpaths Officer CLP-SG
to increase provision of and Natural Resources Wales
footpaths suitable for of this request
the disabled

A.s.a.p.

26 Children &
Seek ways to ensure
Young People the play equipment in
the Glade is properly
maintained

Approach county Youth
Services for advice on
options, e.g. outreach
activities

NOTE: Natural Resources
Wales have offered to do
this for 5 years from March
2015

VHC

2019

Plan options for funding
repairs after this period
Monitor use of the
equipment and act to
prevent any vandalism
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Topic
27 Facilities

28 Facilities

29 Facilities

30 Community
Engagement
Environment

31 Environment
Services

24

Objective
Investigate options to
provide more seating
and picnic tables in the
Glade

Actions
Responsible Timescale
This year
Contact NRW for permission VHC
to pursue this option

Investigate the
feasibility of installing
an interpretive nature
board in or near the
Glade

Contact NRW to enquire
about the possibilities

CLP-SG

This year

Assess the implications
of a Village Green
designation and decide
how to proceed based
on the conclusions

Investigate the legal status of CLP-SG
village greens and assess the
pros and cons of designating
the area

This year

Continue to engage the
whole community in
the appreciation and
protection of our
valuable assets: the
quietness, beauty,
friendliness and
natural surroundings

Distribute copies of this plan CLP-SG
to all residents and request
VHC
feedback
Make the plan available on Residents
the village hall web site and
encourage comments via the
site and social media

Promote better service
provision to residents
while informing service
providers, developers,
planners and decision
makers of the features
valued by residents,
and the need to
protect them

CLP-SG
Distribute copies of this
document to the authorities,
VHC
public representatives and
other decision makers

Look at opportunities for
fund raising

Approach local naturalists
and artists

If considered a possibility,
consult residents and canvas
opinion before establishing a
steering group to further the
project
Ongoing

Publicise the plan widely

Make the plan available on
the village hall web site for
easy reference
Publicise the plan’s
availability

A.s.a.p.
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