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There has been a whist drive on the third 

Friday of each month (except December) for 

approaching 40 years.  Its purpose has been to 

raise funds for the Village Hall and be a social 

event for card players both from within and 

outside the village.  In recent years between 3 

and 4 dozen players have attended each 

month. 

The whist drives stopped in March because of 

Covid-19.  There is no easy way to introduce 

social distancing to a game of cards and to 

retain the social element and so we do not 

anticipate that an early return of Whist to the 

village hall will be possible.   

We have decided that we will not make the 

commitment to restart the Whist drives 

whenever it becomes feasible to do so.  As no 

one from the village is supporting the whist 

drives presently we don’t believe that 

replacement organisers will be found and so, 

with sadness and regret, we are calling a halt 

to this long-standing village tradition. 

Kay Bowen 

Sue Stocker  
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Surveys 

We completed the full first round of surveys of Public Rights of Way over all of our project area 

between 2015 and 2019.  The surveys covered around 25 miles of paths that we are now maintaining.  

We hope to commence a second round of surveys in winter 2020/21 to identify any further work 

required.  

Rights of Way Work Programme and Monmouthshire CC Working Groups 

We use the findings of the surveys and other reports from users to update our work programme.  This 

aims to keep the routes in a condition where residents and visitors can safely enjoy using them. 

We normally have two or three volunteer days with MCC Countryside Wardens to undertake major 

tasks such as installing waymarking posts and replacing stiles, and this year we had also planned to 

renew about 40 steps at the bottom of the footpath that runs from Pen y Fan Green to Bigsweir.  

Unfortunately, Covid-19 restrictions have meant that none of this work has been possible.  We now 

have quite a backlog of work and look forward to when we can resume these work days.    

Regular Working Group 

Working as official MCC volunteers, our very 

successful regular monthly half-day working 

group has twelve energetic and enthusiastic 

members.  Although we had to pause during 

Lockdown, we have met six times during the 

year, clearing encroaching vegetation and 

keeping stiles and gateways open along our 

public footpaths and bridleways.  Recently, 

we have adjusted our working method to 

accommodate Covid-19 guidelines. 

Conservation Tasks 

As well as our footpath work, we have diversified our activity to include nature conservation tasks.  

Our biggest achievement has been working with the Wye Valley AONB on a project to eradicate 

Himalayan Balsam from the upper part of the Manor Brook Catchment.  This year, we found only 10 – 

20% of the plant numbers compared to when we started in 2019.  We were delighted to see a much 

improved show of wild daffodils in Margaret’s Wood following our work clearing bracken last autumn 

with Gwent Wildlife Trust.  

Participation 

In the last year, a total of 15 volunteers have again taken part in the Footpath Project, either on 

survey, practical tasks or leading and arranging the Village Walks.  Their input added up to 207 hours 

(previous 12 months = 322 hours).  Despite the reduction in activity due to Covid-19, this is a 

significant amount of work and very many thanks are due to all who have given their time to help 

improve our village footpaths and bridleways, and our natural environment.  Monmouthshire County 

Council has again been a great supporter and we have worked increasingly closely with the Wye 

Valley AONB who encouraged us to make a short film about the Footpath Project for their River 

Festival:  View our film here  

https://t.co/iKBSVKCSTI?amp=1
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Natural Resources Wales 

We have kept in close touch with Natural Resources Wales, the principal landowner around the 

village.  They have regularly removed fallen trees for us, and this year they completed the 

reinstatement of the waymarked walks in Manor Wood and on Beacon Hill.   We worked with NRW to 

replace the picnic table at Beacon Hill and the bench at Duchess Ride Viewpoint.  New picnic tables 

are on order for The Glade.  

Trellech United Community Council 

We are grateful to TUCC for agreeing Public Liability Insurance cover to enable the Group to work off 

Public Rights of Way. The Council has also been taking forward their longstanding applications for a 

number of long-established paths around the village to be designated as Public Rights of Way.   

Village Walks  

The Footpath Project is ultimately about people getting out and about using our local paths and we 

know how important they were for daily exercise when we all had to “Stay Local” earlier this year.  

Our Autumn 2019 Village Walk offered a short route of 2 miles and a long route of around 5 miles 

with tea and cake at the village hall afterwards.  As always, this proved to be a popular social occasion 

with around 18 walkers out.  We look forward to resuming the Village Walks as soon as we are able.   

Twenty early risers encountered twenty-five bird species on a Dawn Chorus Walk led by local expert 

Ed Drewitt in March.  Wye Valley Women made six of their popular monthly “Walk and Talk” 

excursions with between 5 and 18 walkers before Lockdown intervened.  Thanks to Jane Gilliard for 

organising these events.  

Looking Ahead 

For 2021, we intend to continue our monthly vegetation management work to keep our paths in 

good, walkable condition and hope to restart as many of our other activities as possible. 

I hope that this update is useful for you.  I would be happy to receive any comments and ideas that 

you may have and will aim to continue to keep everyone in touch. 

Brian Mahony 

30th September 2020 
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The Narth Garden Club 

After a very successful programme of meetings and visits in 2019, the Garden Club, like most 

other societies was disappointed to have to cancel their programme of events for 2020 having 

held only their AGM and Hog Roast in January and their first meeting in February. Even the 

eagerly awaited Plant Sale was a casualty.  

The Club is planning a full programme of talks and outings for 2021. We will hopefully be able 

to reinstate our planned outing to Powys Castle sometime in the Summer and are busily 

preparing plants for the Spring plant sale which we will advertise nearer the date.  

We look forward to welcoming current and new members in the New Year." 
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Zumba® is one of the most fun and versatile exercise fitness programmes created to date.  It 

features dance and aerobic choreography to a variety of styles (Salsa, Merengue, Cumbia, 

Reggaeton) of Latin American and International music, including popular current artists. 

The class held at The Narth Village Hall is suitable for all levels and provides a complete 

workout for the brain as well as the body!  You don’t need to be a great dancer, I’ll bring the 

moves and the music.  We also turn the lights out and use disco lighting as this helps 

remove inhibitions and adds to that party atmosphere! 

People leave class feeling energised and with a smile on their face.  Its for this reason that 

Zumba’s marketing tag line is “Ditch the workout – Join the Party”. 

How it works now to keep you safe 

Booking and payment is online to avoid unnecessary contact points and to collect data for 

Track & Trace. 

Numbers are reduced in class to allow for extra social distancing. 

A reminder is sent before every class to ask attendees to check for symptoms, and no-one 

should attend class if they have a temperature, persistent cough or anosia (loss of 

taste/smell). 

10 Benefits of Zumba 

• Burn Calories (600 – 1000 per 

class)    

• Full Body Workout 

• Social Interaction 

• Improved Cardiovascular 

Health 

• Suitable for all fitness levels 

• Improves co-ordination 

• Increases self-esteem and is 

mood boosting 

• Reduces stress 

• Improves mental fitness 

• Great “me” time  
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FRIENDS OF THE 65 BUS 

PROGRESS REPORT OCTOBER 2019 TO SEPTEMBER 2020  

In the early part of the year we were seeing continually increasing passenger numbers as more 

people were choosing to use the 65 Bus as an alternative to the car.  Unfortunately, numbers quickly 

fell back when the virus struck.  We are grateful to Monmouthshire County Council and its drivers for 

keeping the 65 Bus running through the Covid-19 Emergency, continuing to serve our community 

and provide transport for essential users who don’t have access to a car.  The Saturday service and 

the late afternoon bus from Chepstow remain suspended for the present. Passenger numbers have 

begun to increase again in the last month or so and we continue to ask for the reintroduction of the 

suspended services in response to passenger demand. Thanks to everyone who has felt able to use 

the Bus – your support is very helpful. 

We have many ideas for further increasing passenger numbers that we have put on hold for the 

present.  These include an improved timetable with all services routed through The Narth and 

Penallt, overhauling the bus stops and shelters, providing tailored timetables for tourist 

accommodation, developing the use of the bus by walkers and promoting the 65 and 69 Bus services 

through a sustainable transport initiative for the Lower Wye Valley.  Following meetings with Visit 

Monmouthshire and the Wye Valley AONB to discuss these ideas, we met with Monmouthshire CC 

Passenger Transport Unit in early March and had a very positive discussion around a shared agenda 

to take the 65 Bus forward.  It is unfortunate that we have lost momentum as a result of Covid-19  

Naturally, with reduced passenger numbers in the short-term, the future of our Bus Service is a 

worry, especially as we know how many members of the community depend upon it.  We were 

encouraged recently to hear a very positive view of the future of scheduled bus services from both 

the County Council and the Welsh Government as part of their Connected Communities and Climate 

Emergency policies. 

We do everything we can to keep the 65 Bus in 

the spotlight as an example of communities and 

the bus operator working together to promote 

and develop a rural bus service.  We keep in touch 

with local politicians and the media and the Bus 

has featured on National TV, including the BBC1 

“Meet the Street” Community Choir series last 

Christmas.  We continue to attend the bi-monthly 

MCC Strategic Transport Group. The F65B 

Facebook Group now has almost 200 members 

and we are active on Twitter and through our 

website. 

Please help us to support the 65 Bus in any way 

that you can. 

Jane Gilliard, Rosemary Corcoran and Brian 

Mahony 

30th September 2020 

Rob, our friendly regular driver 
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The Number 65 in the News 


